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LETTER 

T  O 

Dr.  F  REIVE  N. 


SIR, 

Til  E  Circumftance  of  your  declaring 
in  your  private  Letters  to  me,  that 
you  had  never  fpoken  any  Thing 
that  could  be  prejudicial  to  me, 
either  with  refped  to  the  Affair  of  the  late  Mr. 
Rootes ,  or  to  thofe  other  Matters  fpecihed  in 
my  Letters,  and  that  you  bore  me  no  Ill-will  in 
the  leaft,  might  probably  have  induced  me  to 
have  overlooked  this  your  Male-treatment  of 
me,  however  fully  fatisfied  I  was,  that  you  had 
ufed  me  in  an  extremely  ungentleman  -  like 
Manner  *,  were  it  not,  that  the  late  unexpe&ed 
Alteration  in  your  Profeffion  gave  me  but  too 
great  room  to  fufpeft  your  real  Motive,  for 
treating  me  in  the  Manner  you  have  done.  The 
Difference  between  the  Capacities,  in  which  each 
of  us  a&ed,  at  the  Time  of  Mr,  Rootes  Illnefs, 

A  might. 
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might,  (nay  in  my  humble  Opinion  did)  make 
it  prudent  in  me  to  fuperfede  the  Affront  you 
had  given  me  :  But  now,  Sir,  the  Cafe  is,  I 
imagine,  widely  different  :  You  are  lately,  I 
underhand,  commenced  M.  D.  and  confequent- 
ly  are  likely  to  become  my  profelfed  Antago- 
nift  :  An  Event,  for  which,  I  fear,  you  have 
been  preparing  for  foine  Time  pad,  by  under¬ 
mining  my  Char  abler,  and  which,  I  firmly  be¬ 
lieve,  you  had  in  your  view,  when  you  met  me 
on  the  Occafion  of  my  Vifit  to  the  late  Mr. 
Rootes .  You  will  think,  probably,  that  this 
is  too  fevere  a  Refleblion  :  But,  Sir,  if  you  re¬ 
coiled  your  extraordinary  Behaviour  to  me  on 
that  Occafion  ;  that  you  have  fince  in  public 
Company  defired  one  of  my  Friends  to  inform 
me,  you  was  ready  and  willing,  at  any  Time,  to 
argue  out  the  Affair  with  me,  in  Latin,  if  I 
pleafed  *,  that  you  hinted,  the  Letter  which  you 
then  delivered  to  him,  in  order  to  give  to  me, 
intimated  as  much  ^  (though,  by  the  bye,  both 
your  Letters  to  me,  on  the  Occafion,  were  evi¬ 
dently  calculated  to  footh  me,  and  to  prevent 
my  putting  in  Execution  my  then  Refolutiort 
to  call  you  to  a  public  Account)  that  you  have 
taken  great  Liberties  with  my  Rhefis  Inaugur alis, 
&c,  you  will  find,  I  have  abundant  Reafon  for 
paffing  fuch  Cenfure  :  And,  more  efpecially,  if 
you  confider,  that  you  have  in  no  wife  cleared 

up  your  Behaviour  in  the  Affair  of  Mrs.  • - , 

to  my  Satisfaction,  By  what  I  can  hear,  you 

have 
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have  been  puffing  away  on  the  Qccafion,  and 
publicldy  declaring  your  defire  of  difputing 
with  me  on  the  Affair,  at  a  Time,  when  you 
were  uflng  your  beft  Endeavours  in  private,  to 
make  me  think  you  were  not  my  Enemy. 
This,  Sir,  is  a  kind  of  Behaviour,  for  which  i 
fhall  leave  yourfelf  to  find  out  a  Name  ;  but, 
fure  I  am,  fuch  it  is,  as  feems  evidently  de- 
figned  to  prejudice  me  in  the  Bufinefs  of  my 
Profeffion,  and  indeed  renders  my  laying  the 
whole  Affair,  in  order  to  the  Vindication  of 
my  Character,  before  the  Public  indifpenfibly 
neceffary.  This,  Sir,  is  the  Judge,  to  whom  I 
.  appeal,  and  by  whofe  Determination  I  am  will¬ 
ing  my  Reputation,  as  a  Phyfieian,  fhall  fland 
or  fall.  And  this  may  fuffice  to  explain  my 
Motive  for  addreffing  myfelf  to  you  in  this 
public  Manner  :  The  Nature  of  the  Affront  it- 
felf,  will  fufficiently  appear  from  what  follows. 

You  remember,  Sir,  when  I  was  fent  for  to 
Mr.  Rootes ,  as  Phyfieian,  y  ou  called  in  to  fee 
him,  as  a  Friend  :  I  had,  at  the  Time  of  your 
Entrance  into  his  Room,  juft  finiftied  my  Exa¬ 
mination  into  the  Particulars  of  his  Diforder, 
and  imagined,  on  feeing  you,  that  we  were  to 
have  had  feme  civil  Converfation  on  the  Cafe  : 
But,  finding  you  directed  your  Difcourfe  chiefly 
to  others,  and  declined  talking  with  me,  other- 
wife  than  by  making  trifling  Objections  to  every 
Thing  I  propofed  ,  I  went  down  Stairs,  called 
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for  Pen,  Ink,  and  Paper,  and  wrote,  as  will 
be  feen  below.  You  know.  Sir,  Mr.  Rootes 
had  been  addicted  to  exceftive  Drinking  for  fe~ 
veral  Years,  and  had  been,  in*  confequence,  as 
was  fuppofed,  of  Intemperance  in  this  Refpedt, 
attacked,  about  fix  Weeks  before  we  faw  him, 
with  a  kind  of  Epileptic  Complaint,  of  which 
he  had  undergone  feveral  Paroxyfms  :  That, 
when  we  faw  him,  he  lay  in  an  apoplectic  So- 
profe  Condition,  had  loft  the  Ufe  of  one  Side, 
and  was  unable  to  fpeak  ^  that  it  was  with  Dif¬ 
ficulty,  when  he  moved  his  Eyes,  or  opened 
his  Eyelids  j  but,  however,  that,  as  it  generally 
happens  in  thefe  Cafes  of  apopledtic  Diforders, 
his  Pulfe  was  ftrong,  but  flow,  and  his  Refpira- 
tion,  though  rare,  was  notwithftanding  free  and 
eafy.  He  had  been  bled  to  the  Quantity  of 
about  12  oz.  fome  Days  before  ;  had,  at  this 
very  Time,  a  bliftering  Plaifter  on  the  Occiput, 
and  had  taken,  a  Day  or  two  before,  a  ftrong 
Dofe  of  Pil.  Coch.  together  with  feveral  other 
Medicines  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Illnefs :  The 
Weather  was  very  warm,  and  the  Patient  of  a 
ftrong  Conftitution,  and  in  the  Vigour  of  his 
Youth.  Thus  were  Things  conftituted,  when 
I  wrote  as  follows  : 

For  Mr.  Rootes , 

Extrahatur  Sanguis  ad  fxii  (ope 
Hirudinum)  e  Temporibus. 

DecoCh  Commun,  Clyfterif.  38 

Syrup. 
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Syrup,  de  Spin.  C.  Ji 

Vin.  Antimon.  svi  M.  f.  Enema 

Statim  injiciendum. 

Applicentur  Empl.  Veficator.  Brachiis, 

poft  xm.  Horas. 

As  I  intend  to  proceed  regularly  through 
with  each  Article,  as  it  Hands  in  the  Prefcrip* 
tion,  I  fhall  begin  with  that  of  Blood-letting. 

A  Man,  Sir,  of  your  long  Pradice  in  Phyfic, 
cannot,  I  prefume,  but  know,  that  exceffive 
Drinking  is  extremely  apt  to  induce  violent 
Diforders  on  the  Brain.  a  Hoffman  obferves, 
that  “  drinking  of  fpirituous  Liquors  diforders 
tc  the  Plead  more  than  other  Parts  of  the  Body  ; 
“  that  it  is  extremely  hurtful  in  Difeafes  of 
“  the  Plead,  and  Nerves,  inafmuch  as  it  is  apt 
cc  to  excite,  or  to  aggravate,  fuch  Diforders.0 
h  Galen  tells  us,  that  cc  exceffive  drinking  of 
“  Wine  induces  the  Apoplexy,  Epilepfy,  and 
cc  Diforders  of  the  motive  and  fenfitive  Facul- 
“  ties.”  Among  the  Caufes  of  the  Apoplexy, 

Forefius 

a  Spirituofi  potus  Isedunt  maxime  omnium  caput,  unde 
in  capitis  &  nervorum  morbis  nocentiilimi  funt,  quippe 
quos  etiam  vel  excitant  vel  exafperant.  Hoffm.  De  Nox. 
Pot.  Spirituof. 

b  Vinum  immodice  hauftum  morbum  attonitum,  epilep- 
iiam,  laefiones  motus  fenfufque  facit.  Vide  De  Symptom. 
Ca-uf,  I,ib,  ii. 


c  Foreftus  enumerates, cc  Drunken  nefs,  Intempe- 
66  ranee  in  eating  and  drinking,  exceffive  drink- 
ing  of  generous  and  of  crude  new  Wine,  and 
the  too  frequent  ufe  of  thick  Beer.55  This, 
Sir,  I  apprehend,  was  the  Cafe  with  regard  to 
Mr.  Rootes  \  for  every  Symptom  of  his  Diforder 
plainly  indicated  his  Brain  to  be  greatly  affedbed, 
and  indeed  was  the  obvious  and  evident  EfFedl  of 
fuch  its  morbid  Affedtion.  And,  I  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  if  there  be  a  Diforder  in  the  whole 
Catalogue  of  Ills  incident  to  Mankind,  that  re¬ 
quires  fpeedy,  plentiful,  and  repeated  Blood¬ 
letting,  it  is  fuch  an  one  as  Mr.  Rootes  evi¬ 
dently  laboured  under  ^  efpecially,  when  accom- 
.  panied  with  no  one  Symptom  to  contra-indicate 
its  Ufe,  as  was  the  Cafe  with  him  ,  for  his 
Pulfe  was  ftrong,  himfelf  young,  full  of  Flefh 
and  Blood,  and  moreover  the  Weather  was  very 
warm.  d  Hoffman,  fpeaking  of  the  fanguineous 
Apoplexy,  tells  us,  <c  If  the  Patient  be  of  a 
cc  plethoric  Conflitution,  Ur.  bleed  a  fecond, 
cc  nay  a  third  Time  j  for  Bionis  takes  notice, 
that  Blood-letting,  when  repeated  to  the 
ec  feventh  Turn,  has  been  of  fervice.55  Now, 
Mr.  Rootes ,  fo  far  as  I  could  underfland,  had 

been 

c  Ebrietas,  crapula,  crucli  vini,  vini  generofioris  ufus 
plurimus,  cervifiae  cralue  crebrius  potae.  De  Cerebr.  Morb, 
Schol.  in  Obf.  lxx. 

d  Si  corpus  plethoricum,  Cfr.  iteretur  fanguinis  fub- 
traftio,  quin  repetatur,  quum  Dionis  perhibeat,  fepties 
demum  incifam  venam  profuiffe.  De  Hajnorrh.  Cerebri, 
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been  bled  but  once  *,  and,  even  fuppoflng  he 
had  been  bled  twice  or  thrice,  yet  his  Strength, 
at  the  Time  I  faw  him,  would  have  admitted 
of  its  being  repeated*  The  great  e  Celfus ,  you 
know,  tells  us,  44  It  may  fo  happen,  that  the 
44  Nature  of  a  Diforder  may  require  Blood-let- 
44  ting,  when  the  Strength  of  the  Patient  feems 
44  hardly  fufficient  to  admit  of  it  :  But,  if  there 
44  be  no  other  apparent  Relief  to  be  procured, 
44  and  the  Patient,  in  all  human  Probability, 
44  mull  die,  unlels  a  bold  Pufh  be  made,  in  this 
44  Cafe  his  the  Duty  of  a  good  Phyfician,  to 
44  fhew  how  extremely  little  Hope  there  is  of  a 
44  Recovery,  or  rather  that  there  is  none  at  all, 
44  without  the  Affiftance  of  Blood-letting  *,  and 
44  to  confefs,  how  very  precarious  the  Effect  of 
44  even  this  Remedy  is  }  and  then,  if  it  be  re- 
44  quired,  to  open  a  Vein.  For  a  Cafe  of  this 
44  fort  requires  nokind  of  Hefitation  ;  fince  ’tis 
44  better  to  try  a  doubtful  uncertain  Remedy, 
44  than  to  try  none  at  all  :  And  this  Method 

44  ought 

v  * .  -  ■  «  ■  -  *  *  • 

e  Fieri  taxnen  poteft,  ut  morbus  quidern  id  defideret, 

corpus  autem  vix  pati  polfe  videatur  $  led,  fi  nullum  tamen 
appareat  aliud  auxilium,  periturufque  fit,  qui  laborat,  nifi 
temeraria  quoque  via  fuerit  adjutus,  in  hoc  ftatu  boni  me- 
dici  ell  oftendere,  quam  nulla  fpes  line  fanguinis  detrac- 
tione  fit,  faterique,  quantus  in  hac  ipfa  re  metus  fit,  et  turn 
demum  li  exigatur,  fanguinem  mittere.  De  quo  dubitare 
in  ejufmodi  re  non  oportet.  Satius  eft  enim  anceps  auxili- 
um  experiri,  quam  nullum.  Idque  maxima  fieri  debet, 
ubi  nervi  refoluti  funt,  uti  fubito  aliquis  obmutuit,  ubi  an¬ 
gina  ftrangulatur,  &c.  Cels,  De  Med.  cap.  x. 
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M  ought  to  be  obferved  more  efpecially  in  Cafes 
“  of  Palfies,  of  fudden  Lois  of  Speech,  of  fuf- 
“  focating  Angina,  &c”  Thefe,  Sir,  are  Ar¬ 
guments,  that  have  been  quoted,  I  may  fay,  a 
thoufand  Times,  and  which  are  as  good  as, 
perhaps  better  than,  any  that  have  been  fince 
urged,  in  behalf  of  Blood-letting  on  the  like 
Occafion.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  Maxims,  golden 
Maxims  !  that  have  been  ftamped  with  the  Au¬ 
thority,  that  have  been  honoured  with  the  uni- 
verfally  concurrent  Approbation  of  the  Faculty, 
and  to  which  every  judicious  Phyfician,  in  my 
humble  Opinion,  will  readily  fubfcribe  in  his 
Pra&ice.  And  furely,  if  the  whole  medical 
World  has  approved  of  thefe  Rules  in  the  Cafe 
Celfus  has  above  fpecified,  Blood-letting  muft 
have  been  much  more  ftrongly  indicated  in  Mr. 
Roctes’s  Diforder,  the  Nature  of  which  evident¬ 
ly  demanded,  while  every  Circumftance  of  the 
Patient  admitted,  its  ufe.  And  this  might 
fuffice  to  juflify  my  advifmg  Blood-letting  in 
the  Cafe  in  difpute,  had  the  Patient  been  much 
weaker  than  he  was  ^  fince  this  is  confefledly 
the  moft  likely  Remedy  to  take  Effe6t  in  fo  de¬ 
plorable  a  Cafe  *,  and  you  know,  Sir,  it  is  an 
approved  Maxim  in  Phyfic,  f  “  that  delperate 
cc  Diforders  require  DESPERATE  Reme- 

dies.”  However,  as  I  hope  to  hear  from, 
you,  by  the  fame  Channel  which  tranfmits  this 

Letter 

{  Nec  po fie  vehement!  malo,  nifi  xquo  vehemens  auxl* 
lium  fuccurrere.  Cels,  de  Med.  cap.  xu 
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Letter  to  you,  I  fhall  referve  feme  other  con¬ 
vincing  Arguments,  and  Authorities,  to  offer 
in  Defence  of  this  particular  Article  of  my  Pre- 
feription, 

We  proceed,  therefore,  to  the  Confideratiom 
of  my  Motive  for  ordering  Blood  to  be  drawn, 
by  applying  Leeches  to  the  Temples.  You 
know,  Sir,  I  firft  propofed  opening  the  tempo¬ 
ral  Artery,  next  the  external  Jugular  Vein,  and 
then  Cupping,  with  Scarification,  on  the  Inte¬ 
guments  of  the  Head  ;  and  you  objected  again  ft 
each  of  thefe  Remedies  fucceftively  ;  as  being, 
you  faid,  hardly  to  be  adminiftered  to  a  Patient 
in  his  helplefs  Condition.  This,  Sir,  I  well 
remember,  was  the  Reafon  you  offered  :  And, 
I  mu  ft  fay,  it  was  fuch  an  one,  as  was  never 
before  offered  on  the  like  Occafion  :  It  beino* 
abundantly  notorious  to  every  Body,  that  little 
elfe  is  required  on  the  fide  of  the  Patient,  in 
order  to  the  convenient  Performance  of  any 
chirurgical  Operation  whatever,  but  Pafiivenefs 
and  Non-refiftance  ;  and  it  was  fuificiently,  too 
fufficiently  plain,  poor  Mr.  Rootes9 s  Diforder 
had,  in  a  great  Meafure,  deprived  him  of  all 
Power  or  obflrudting  the  Operator  in  the  Per¬ 
formance  of  his  Duty.  But  to  return  to  the 
Leeches. 

You  know,  Sir,  I  ordered  thefe,  becaufe  the 
Uie  of  the  other  Remedies  I  propofed,  was  not 

Id  approved 
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approved  of.  You  remember  you  afked,  on 
hearing  me  propofe  to  apply  fix  Leeches  to  the 
Temples,  how  many  Ounces  of  Blood  I  in¬ 
tended  to  extract  ?  You  was  anfwered,  that  as 
it  might  be  fome  Time  before  Leeches  enough 
could  be  procured,  and  as  the  Gafe  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient  feemed  to  demand  immediate  Affiftance, 
it  was  defigned,  that  fix  Ounces  of  Blood 
fhould  be  immediately  taken  from  the  Arm, 
and  that  fix  Leeches  fhould  be  applied  to  the 
Temples,  as  foon  as  they  could  be  procured ; 
which,  it  was  thought,  would  be  the  Means  of 
drawing  off  about  fix  Ounces  more,  and  that 
this  was  the  Quantity  defigned  to  be  extracted. 
My  Reafons  for  advifing  Blood  to  be  drawn, 
particularly  in  Cafes  of  this  Sort,  from  the  Part 
affected,  I  have  already  offered  to  the  Gonfide- 
ration  of  the  Public,  in  a  Differtation,  lately 
publifhed,  on  the  Subject  of  Revulfion  and 
Derivation  *  :  However,  as  they  may  probably 
be  deemed  infufficient,  I  fhall  here  add  a  few 
more  in  further  Confirmation  of  the  Doflrine 
there  infilled  on  :  But  muff  beg  leave  to  pre- 
mife  a ffew  Particulars. 

You  know,  Sir,  that  fome  Days  after  Mr, 
Roates  died,  I  informed  you,  by  Letter,  that  the 
whole  Country  rung  with  the  Report  of  your 
having  prevented  the  Remedies,  I  ordered,  from 
being  adminiftered,  and  condemned  my  Prac¬ 
tice  ;  (of  the  Truth  of  which  feveral  People  have 

fince 

*  Sold  by  Mr.  Keith  in  Grace -church -Street* 
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fence  fatisded  me)  that  this  Rumour  would 
probably  hurt  me  in  the  Bufinefs  of  my  Pro- 
fellion  ^  and  that  therefore  I  deiired  you  to  ex¬ 
hibit  your  Charge,  and  to  give  me  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  defending  myfelf  to  the  Public.  You 
returned  in  anfwer,  that  you  had  never  iifed 
me  ill  *,  that  you  had  fpoken  nothing  that 
could  be  prejudicial  to  me  *,  and,  moreover, 
that  you  bore  me  no  Ill-will  in  the  leap.  And 
yet,  Mr.  Batchellor i  your  Brother-in- Law,  who 
attended  Mr.  Rootes,  during  his  Illnefs,  and  who 
manifeftly  ufed  his  bed  Endeavours  to  prevent 

a  Breach  between  us,  while  at  Mr.  Rootes' s 

* 

Houle,  could  not  forbear  acknowledging,  on 
my  being  pretty  importunate  with  him,  a  few 
Days  after,  that  though  you  had  faid  nothing 
very  had ,  yet  you  had  faid  much  more  than  you 
ought :  And,-  hovrever  glad  I  fhould  have  beeii 
to  have  learnt  the  Particulars  of  your  Difcourfe, 
yet,  I  mud  fay,  I  wTas  greatly  pleafed  with  the 
Gentleman  -like  Behaviour,  and  peaceable  Dif- 
pofition  of  Temper,  which  your  Brother  ex¬ 
hibited  on  the  Occafion.  Nay,  you  yourfelf 

t  .  .  > 

owned,  in  a  Paragraph  of  your  fecond  Letter, 
which  I  fhall  tranfcribe,  that  you  prevented 
the  Bleeding  from  being  put  in  Execution, 
You  faid,  “  I  believe  I  might  fay,  on  their  re- 
c  i  prefenting  the  Difficulty  of  procuring  Leeches, 
cc  that  from  the  inevitable  Fatality  that  feemed 
<c  likely  to  attend  fuch  a  Cafe  j  (for,  I  dare 
“  fay,  every  one  that  lav/  him,  believed  his 

B  a  “  t© 
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*£  to  be  out  of  the  Reach  of  all  human  Help') 
u  they  ought  not  to  give  themfel ves  anyTrou^ 
ble  or  Concern  about  it.”  Sir,  I  believe  you 
did  fay  it,  and  much  more,  and  much  worfe  : 
.And,  though  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  you  have 
here  reprefented  your  Behaviour,  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  in  the  moil  favourable  Light,  that  you 
poffibly  could  for  yourfelf  j  yet,  fuppofmg  you 
laid  this  only,  I  muft  tell  you,  that  to  offer  the 
Circumflance  of  a  Perfon’s  being  likely  to  die* 
for  to  foretel  Death  with  abfolute  Certainty* 
even  in  the  moil  defperate  Cafe,  is  abfolutely 
Impoffible  ;  and  Mr.  Rootes  was  not  apparent- 
ly  dying,  when  we  faw  him,  but  lived  near  48 
Hours  after  ;  I  fay,  to  offer  this  Circumflance 
as  a  Reafon,  why  his  Friends  ought  not  to 
give  themfel  ves  any  Trouble  or  Concern  about 
procuring  a  Remedy,  is  a  wild  Kind  of  argu¬ 
ing  indeed.  What  do  you  think  his  Friends 
fent  for  me  to  do  ?  or  what  was  the  Defign  of 
your  friendly  Vifit  ?  Was  I  fent  for,  or  did  you 
come  to  vifit  him,  meerly  to  give  them  the 
great  Satisfaction  of  informing  them  he  muft 
die  ?  WThat  Bufinefs  had  either  of  us  there,  un¬ 
left  to  think  of  fome  Remedy,  or  Remedies, 
that  might  give  him  the  bed  Chance  for  Re¬ 
covery  ?  This,  Sir,  I  did,  to  the  beft  of  my 
Judgment,  and  communicated  what  to  me  ap¬ 
peared,  and  ftill  appears,  the  mofl  likely  to 
have  anfwered  that  purpofe.  But  you.  Sir* 
it  feems,  thought  otherwife.  You  will  afk  me* 

whether 
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whether  I  think  bleeding  could  have  faved 
him  :  I  readily  anfwer,  I  do  not ;  nor  did  I  at 
the  Time  I  law  him,  and  I  exprefied  as  much  i 
But  then,  I  muft  add,  I  am  not  certain,  but  it 
might ;  and  likewife,  that  had  it  been  in  the 
Power  of  any  one  Remedy  to  have  done  it,  this, 

I  am  firmly  of  Opinion,  was  it.  You  know. 
Sir,  the  Event  of  all  fublunary  Appearances 
is  extremely  uncertain  :  nor  is  it  in  any  refpeft 
more  fo,  than  in  Matters  relating  to  Life  and 
Death.  The  Man,  who  is  this  'Hour,  to  out¬ 
ward  Appearance,  in  a  dying  Condition,  is 
fometimes  found  the  next  in  a  fair  way  of  Re¬ 
covery  :  s  For  it  happens,  now  and  then,  as  an 
eminent  Phyfician  long  ago  obferved,  in  his 
Remarks  on  a  very  defperate  Cafe,  of  the  fame 
Kind  with  that  in  difpute,  cc  That  Provi- 
“  dence,  even  in  defperate  Cafes,  bleffes  our 
“  Endeavours,  in  the  Difcharge  of  our  Duty, 
t0  apparently  dying  Patients,  with  fignal 
<c  and  unexpected  Succefs.”  Nay,  feme  have 
recovered,  even  after  they  have  been  buried ; 
and  his,  you  know,  a  common  Saying,  that 
while  there  is  Life,  there  is  Hope ;  fo  that  one 
would  imagine,  a  Performs  Friends,  when  they 
faw  him  in  imminent  Danger,  rather  than 

give 

g  Ne  vero  quicquam,  quod  Chriftiana  Charitas,  require- 
bat;  intermitteretur,  aliquid  tentandum  efie  judicavimus^ 
piopterea  quod  interdum  etiam  in  defperatis  cafibus  Bene- 
dittio  Divina  laculenter,  prater  fpem,  dum  ex  officis 
pius  extreme  laborantibus  fuccurrimus,  nobis  apparere  fo- 
Eat.  Georg.  I-Iorst.  de  Morb.  Capita Obfi  v* 
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give  him  up  altogether  to  the  Violence  of  the 
Diforder,  or  than  give  themfelves  no  Trouble 
nor  Concern  about  itj  ought  to  be  very  anxious 
to  procure  the  moft  likely  Means  of  Relief. 
But,  it  feems,  this  Dodtrine  is  not  agreeable  to 
your  way  of  thinking. 

The  Ckcumftanee  of  my  being  unable  td 
difeover  your  Reafons,  for  the  Obje&ions  you 
made  to  my  Pradtice,  in  this  Cafe,  will  juftify 
me  in  making  Suppofitions,  concerning  what 
they  might  be  •,  for,  furely,  a  Man  of  an  in¬ 
genuous  Difpofition,  would  not  condemn  the 
Practice  of  another,  without  referving  fome 
good  medical  Reafon  to  himfelf,  to  offer  when 
Occafion  ihould  require.  I  will  therefore  fup- 
pofe  your  Gbjedtion  to  this  Remedy,  and 
which,  indeed,  to  me  feems  the  moft  obvious, 
was  this  •,  to  wit,  that  Mr.  Rootes’s  Diforder 
probably  arofe  from  a  prater-natural  Flux,  or 
Flow  of  Blood,  or  of  other  Humours  on  the 
Encephalon  •,  and  that  therefore  bleeding,  near 
to  the  Part  affedted,  as  I  advifed,  might  pro¬ 
bably  have  drawn  the  Fluids,  in  greater  Quan¬ 
tities  on  that  vital  Vifcus*,  in  other  Words,  have 
increafed  the  Fluxion,  and  aggravated  the  Dif- 
order  :  If  this.  Sir,  were  your  way  of  think¬ 
ing,  I  muft  tell  you,  you  have  not  even  the 
common  Subterfuge,  made  ufe  of  by  the  Ad¬ 
vocates  for  Revulfive,  or  Bleeding  at  a  Dif- 
tance  from  the  affected  Part  *  becaufe  Mr. 

Rootes 
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Rootes  had  been  bled  in  the  Arm,  and  they, 
almofl  to  a  Man,  allow  of  Bleeding  near  to  the 
Part  affeded,  after  Blood  has  been  once  drawn 
from  a  diftant  one,  and  more  efpecially,  when 
the  Diforder  is  arrived,  as  it  were,  to  its 
as  was  that  of  Mr.  Rootes .  But  I  would 
afk  you,  wherein  confifts,  or  what  conflitutes 
a  Fluxion  ?  The  Ancients,  you  know,  though 
intirely  ignorant  of  the  Circulation,  were 
however,  in  fome  meafure,  acquainted  with  the 
Diftribution  of  the  larger  Veins,  and  their 
Communication  with  the  large  Refervoirs  of 
Blood  ;  when  therefore  they  faw  a  Part  tume¬ 
fied,  inflamed,  and  over-charged  with  Blood, 
they  would,  naturally  as  it  were,  afcribe  fuch 
Cafe  to  a  prater-natural  Flux  of  this  Liquor, 
from  its  internal  grand  Receptacles,  on  fuch 
Part.  And  hence,  I  prefume,  arofe,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  the  Notion  of  Fluxions  of  Humours  % 
a  Notion,  that,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  has  done 
as  much  Mifchief  in  Phyfic,  as  any  other  what¬ 
ever,  and  the  exploding  of  which,  together 
with  the  Dodrine  thereon  founded,  one  would 
have  thought,  would  have  been  the  natural 
Confequence  of  the  Difcovery  of  the  Circula¬ 
tion  •,  fince  it  is  abundantly  evident,  that,  as 
Blood  is  continually  palling  in  large  Quanti¬ 
ties  through  every  the  moft  minute  Part  of  the 
Body,  whatever  Circumftan-ce,  whether  it  arife 
from  the  Tranfmitting,  or  tranfmitted  Parts, 
from  the  Solids,  or  the  Fluids,  happens  to  ob- 

ftrud, 


ftrucl,  in  any  confiderable  Degree,  the  free 
Tranfit  of  the  Blood  through  a  Part,  the  fame 
will  neceffarily  induce  the  Symptoms  of  Tu¬ 
mefaction,  Inflammation, &c.  in  fuch  Part.  9Tis 
true,  indeed,  thefe  Symptoms  may,  and  fre¬ 
quently  do,  proceed  from  the  too  great  Im¬ 
petus  of  the  Blood  on  the  particular  Parts  af¬ 
fected  ;  whereby  the  Ela of  the  Veffels  of 
fuch  Parts  is  fo  over-ballanced,  that  they  be¬ 
come  incapable  of  properly  tranfmitting  the 
impelled  Blood.  But  when  fuch  Cafes  cannot 
be  properly  faid  to  proceed  from  Fluxions  ?  be- 
caufe,  though  the  Impetus  of  the  Blood  on, 
or  the  Quantity  immitted  in  a  given  Time  into 
the  Veffels  of  fuch  Parts,  may  be  greater  than 
in  Health,  yet,  thefe  are  Circum fiances  at¬ 
tending  them,  in  common  with  thofe  of  every 
other  Part ;  for  whenever  the  Circulation  be¬ 
comes  violent,  as  in  Fevers,  the  Yeffels  of  every 
Part  will  receive  more  Blood,  and  that  impelled 
with  greater  Force  than  ufual :  But.  that  Part 
only,  whofe  Veffels  are  unable  properly  to 
tranfmit  fuch  impelled  Blood,  will  be  liable  to 
Tumefaction,  Inflammation,  &c.  So  that  thefe 
Symptoms  are,  in  reality,  no  more  than  the 
immediate  Effects  of  an  Accumulation  of 
Blood,  in  confequence  of  fome  ObftruCtion  to 
its  progreffive  Motion,  formed  in  the  Veffels, 
and  of  the  continual  Arrival  (Appulfe)of  more, 
by  Means  of  the  Circulation. 
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A  general  Error,  I  think,  which  has  been 
committed  by  Authors,  in  making  Calculations 
of  the  Quantity  of  Blood,  that  will  neceffa- 
rily,  by  the  Laws  of  Hydraulics,  be  propelled 
into  Veffels,  from  which  Blood  is  running  off, 
is,  that  they  have  been  confidered  as  rigid  ine- 
lafted  Tubes  :  -For,  indeed,  were  they  fuch,  ex¬ 
tracting  a  Quantity  of  this  Fluid  from  them 
wTGuld  neceffarily,  inafmuch  as  it  makes  more 
room  for,  and  leffens  the  anterior  Refinance  to 
that  a  ‘Tergo ,  be  the  Means  of  inviting  a 
larger  Quantity  into  the  Veffels,  that  are  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  Orifice  :  But  this,  we  know,  is  far 
from  being  the  Cafe  •,  for  fuch  is  the  Nature  of  the 
Blood -veffels  of  the  human  Body,  that  they 
are  conftantly  endeavouring  to  contract,  and 
leffen  their  Capacities  :  Hence  it  is,  that  they 
adapt  themfelves  to  whatever  Quantity  of  Blood 
happens  to  be  in  the  Body  5  and  that,  in  all 
Probability,  the  Flow  of  Blood  from  an  open¬ 
ed  Veffel,  (efpecially  if  it  be  a  Vein)  is,  in  a 
great  Meafure,  owing  to  the  Contraftion  of  it* 
and  the  adjacent  ones  on,  and  Expulfion  6f, 
their  Contents,  And  this  will  be  more  efpe¬ 
cially  the  Cafe,  when  Veffels,  over-charged  with 
Fluids,  as  in  Inflammations,  &c„  are  opened. 
So  that,  it  fhould  feem,  the  Diminution  of  the 
Lumina  of  the  Veffels,  'adjacent  to  the  Orifice, 
together  with  their  Recovery  in  a  great  Mea- 
lure  of  their  former  EiaTV  Circumftances, 
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lowing  a  free  Exit  to  their  contained  LiqiforV 
mu  ft  neceftarily  increafe  the  Refiftance  they* 
make  to  the  Blood  propelled  from  the  Heart ; 
in  other  Words,  prevent  an  Increafe  of  Fluxion 
on  fuch  part. 

And  now,  Sir,  I  will  afk  you,  whether,  front 
what  has  been  faid,  it  appears  probable,  that 
extracting  Blood  from  Veffels,  nearly  commu¬ 
nicating  with  others  over-charged  with  it, 
will  be  apt  to  draw  a  larger  Quantity  of  this 
Fluid  into,  and  to  over-load  them  farther;' 
or  whether  to  exhauft  them,  and  by  giving 
them  an  Opportunity  of  contracting  thenx- 
felves,  leftening  their  Diameters,  and  confe- 
quently  of  making  a  greater  Refiftance  to  the 
circulating  Force,  to  prevent  the  too  copious 
Influx  of  more  ?  Whether,  do  you  think,  is 
the  Practice  of  drawing  a  confiderabie  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Blood  from  the  Integuments  of  the 
Head,  as  I  advifed  in  this  Cafe,  or  that  of  ap¬ 
plying  an  extremely  large  Blifter,  (for  that  on 
Mr.  Rootes* s  Head,  you  complained,  was  by 
far  too  fmall)  to  the  Scalp,  in  violent  Diforders 
of  the  Encephalon,  the  more  likely  to  increafe 
the  Impetus  of  the  Circulation  on  the  Part  af- 
feCted,  and  confequently  to  aggravate  the  Dif- 
order  ?  It  is  fufficiently  notorious,  that  this 
Vifcus  is  by  far  the  fofteft  of  any  in  the  Body ; 
and,  therefore,  the  moft  likely  to  fuffer  from  an 
impetuous  Circulation  ;  that  the  Ufe  it  ferves, 

is 


i  the  greateft,  and  mold  eminently  Vital  j  that 
Its  more  violent  Diforders  are.  attended  with  an 

Over-fulaefs  of  the  VefTels  °}  and  that  they  are 
owing,  generally  fpeaking,  to  fuch  C  aufes5  as 
are  known  to  impel  the  Blood  with  great  Force, 
and  in  large  Quantity  on  it.  And  thefe  are  Con- 
fiderations,  which  did,  without  doubt,  iirft  of 
all  determine  Phyficians  to  that  moft  rational 
Practice  of  uiing,  in  fuch  Cafes,  every  expedient 
likely  to  anfwer  the  End  of  relieving  the  VefTels 
of  this  vital  Vifcus  from  their  Surcharge,  and 
to  avoid  the  Ufe  of  every  medical  mean  like¬ 
ly  to  invite  the  Blood  more  forcibly  on  it. 
Nay,  of  fuch  extreme  Confequence  to  the  Well* 
fare  of  Patients,  wider  thefe  violent  Diforders  of 
the  Encephalon,  has  the  averting  the  Force  of 
the  Circulation  from  the  Part  affedted,  been 
held  by  the  mofl  judicious  Pradlitioners,  that 
they  will  by  no  means,  permit  fuch  Patients  to 
remain  in  a  proflrate  Poflure,  but  order  them 
to  be  kept  either  eredl,  or,  at  leafl,  with  the 
Head  much  raifed  above  the  Level  of  the 
reft  of  the  Body.  Now  thefe  Diforders  may 
be  well  diftinguifhed  into  two  grand  and  widely 
different  Species.  The  one  comprehending 
fuch,  as  are  attended  with  a  brifk  Circulation, 
and  praeter- naturally  quick,  and  difordered  Sen- 
fations,  as  the  Phrenitis,  Mania,  &c.  The 
other  comprizing  thofe,  in  which  the  Circula¬ 
tion  is  too  fiow,  and  the  Senfes,  both  internal, 
and  external,  praeter-naturally  torpid,  and  op- 

C  2  preffei. 
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prefled,  as  the  Apoplexy,  Lethargy,  and  other 
foporofe  Complaints.  However  nearly  then, 
thefe  two  Species  may  refemble,  the  one  the 
other,  with  refpeft  to  their  Caufe  fubfifting 
within  the  Cranium,  and,  however  nearly  the 
fame  Evacuations  each  may  require,  on  account 
of  fuch  Caufe  •  yet,  we  fee,  the  widely  oppo- 
fite  Nature  of  the  moll  urgent  Symptoms  in 
each  conftitutes  a  very  material  Difference  be- 
tween  them  •,  a  Difference,  to  which  all  Ages 
of  Phyfic  have  paid  a  ftrift  Regard  in  the  Cure 
of  each.  The  great  Outrage,  Fury,  Inquietude, 
&c.  fo  obfervable  in  Patients  under  the  firft 

Kind,  do  but  immediately  aggravate  the  Difor- 
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der,  by  throwing  the  Blood  in  greater  Quantity, 
and  with  greater  Force  on  theVeffels  of  the  En¬ 
cephalon  ;  and  thereby  adding  to  its  immediate 
Caufe,  and  confequently  need,  indifpenfibly 
need,  to  be  remedied  by  fuch  Means,  as  are 
likely  to  moderate  the  circulating  Force,  and  to 
compofe  and  calm  the  inordinate  Perturbation 
of  the  Spirits.  Here  then  every  kind  of  Stimu¬ 
lus  is  to  be  avoided  ;  CAN  E,  as  they  fay, 
P  E I U  S  E  T  ANGUE  :  Nay,  we  are  to 
prevent  even  the  ordinary  Influence  of  Light 
and  Sound,  from  affefting  fuch  Patient ;  inn 
afmuch,  as  either  may  be  otherwise  the  Occa- 
fion  of  engaging  his  Attention,  of  further  dif- 
turbing  his  Senfes,  and  of  exafperating  his 
Fury.  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  Stupor,  In- 
fenfibility,  &c.  in  Patients  under  the  laft 
.  w  *  mentioned 
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mentioned  Kind,  require,  doubtlefs,  befides  the 
Evacuations  neceffary  in  common  in  both  Kinds, 
the  prudent  Ufe  of  external  Stimulants  :  The 
Queflion  is,  to  what  Part  they  are  to  be  applied  ? 
Dr.  Boerhaave ,  Hoffman ,  Swieten ,  &c.  will  in¬ 
form  you,  on  the  lower  Extremities,  and  for 
this  obvious  Reafon  :  To  wit,  becaufe,  while 
they  afllft  to  roufe  the  Patient,  they  likewife 
tend  to  avert  the  Force  of  the  Circulation  from 
the  Encephalon,  by  determining  it  on  the  infe¬ 
rior  Syftem  of  Veifels.  Now  the  Deduction  I 
would  infer  from  hence  is,  that,  however  necef- 
fary  external  Stimulants  may  be  in  foporofe 
Cafes,  & c.  they  are  by  no  Means  fafe  in  Com¬ 
plaints,  attended  with  too  great  Senfibility,  &V. 
but  are  directly  contrary  to  the  grand  Indicati¬ 
ons  of  Cure  in  fuch  Disorders  :  And  that  even 
where  they  are  required,  the  moil  proper  Place 
for  their  Application  is  at  a  Difiance  from  the 
Part  affected  :  And  this,  indeed,  is  extremely 
agreeable  to  the  Senfe,  which  the  mofl  rational 
Phyficans  have  entertained  of  the  proper  Ufe 
of  External  Stimulants  in  Difeafes  of  the  Head 
All  being  ever  afraid,  and  with  the  greatefl 
Reafon,  of  increafing  the  Force  of  the  Circula¬ 
tion  on  the  tender  pulpy  Encephalon. 

But  what  fhall  we  fay  to  Simulating  by  blif- 
tering  the  Head,  when  it  appears  that  Bli-fters, 
even  on  other  Parts  of  the  Body,  are  apt,  nay 
have  been  frequently  obferved,  to  produce  very 

bad 
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bad  Effects  on  this  vital  Organ.  Cantharides, 
you  know,  contain  a  very  active  noxious  cauftie 
Salt ;  a  Salt,  which,  when  introduced  into  the 
Circulation,  is  apt  to  vellicate  and  diforder,  not 
.only  the  urinary  Organs,  but  likewife  the  other 
nervous  fenfible  Parts,  and  efpecially  the  Me¬ 
ninges  (Membranes)  of  the  Brain,  Since, 
**  lays  the  great  ^  Hojfwcm ,  that  volatile  cauflic 
“  Salt,  even  when  Cantharides  are  applied  ex- 
“  ternally  by  way  of  Blifter,  pervades  and  vel- 
“  licates  the  whole  nervous  Syfiem,  Binders 
“  are  very  dangerous,  and  aggravate  the  Did 
«  order  in  INFLAMMATIONS  of  the 
“  MEMBRANES  of  the  BRAIN,  of 
“  the  Ventricle,  and  in  all  Cafes  attended  with 
feC  Delirium  and  Convulfions,  or  wherein  there 
«  is  Reafon  to  fear  fuch  Symptoms  will  fupem 
«  vene.”  And,  indeed,  it  has  been  often  ob- 
ferved,  by  feveral  very  judicious  Phyficians, 
that  the  indifcreet  Application  of  Blifters  has 
excited  very  alarming  and  dangerous  Symp-r 
toms,  efpecially  of  the  delirious  and  convulfive 
Kinds.  In  the  1  Mifcellan.  Natur.  Curiof.  are 
related  feveral  very  remarkable  Inftances  of  the 

ill 

fe  Quum  fa!  volatile  illud  caufticum,  etiam  per  ufum 
externum,  in  univerfum  partium  nervofarum  fyflema  pene¬ 
trans,  eas  convellat,  non  fine  periculo  &  exacerbatione  in 
inflammatione  MEN  INGUM,  ventriculi,  &  ubi  deli¬ 
rium  &  convulfiones  funt,  vel  ete  metuendae,  veficatorium 
adplicatur.  Vide  de  Med.  Virul.  Natur.  Referent. 
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HI  Effects  of  Blifters  applied  on  Patients  labour^ 
ing  under  Delirium,  continual  Watchings,  and 
Reftleftnefs  ;  in  which  Cafes,  it  is  evident,  they 
excited  the  moft  intenfe  Pains,  the  moft  extreme 
Ardors,  as  though  the  Parts  were  roafting,  and 
burning  Heat  of  the  HEAD,  together  with 
fatal  Convulfions,  k  Thonerus  has  likewife  given 
us  feveral  Inftances  of  the  fame  Kind  :  And  the 
great  1  Baglivi  obferved  long  ago,  that  Blifters 
are  extremely  pernicious  to  phrenetical  Patients, 
and  that  all,  to  whom  they  were  applied,  grew 
worfe,  and  foon  died,  for  the  moft  Part,  con- 
vulfed.  “  m  That  Delirium,  and  Twitchings  of 
<c  the  Tendons,  fupervene  on,  and  are  aggra- 
cc  vated  by,  the  Application  of  Blifters,  is  ac- 
tc  knowledged  by  the  moft  ftrenuous  Advocates 
“  for  Bliftering  in  every  kind  of  Fever.  But 
cc  fome  are  fo  ftrongly-  pre-poftefted  with  a 

“  Notion 

k  Obf.  Med.  Lib.  i.  Obf.  20. 

1  De.  Uf.  &  Abuf.  Veficant.  Cap,  2.  N°.  3. 

m  Mentis  fane  alienationem,  &  tendinum  fubfultus,  fu- 
pra  veficantia  accedere,  &  exacerbari  in  confefto  eft  apud 
eos,  qui  pro  ufu  veiicantium  in  omni  febrium  genere  acriter 
contendunt.  At  nonnullis  hasret  fixa  in  pe£lorede  vefican- 
tium  virtute  contra  hos  afte&us  opinio,  tit  quodcunque 
qjufmodi  acciderit  mali,  id  totum  a  morbo  evenifle,&  neg- 
lefto  remedio  longe  vehementius  preftlfte,  perfuafum  ha- 
bent  i  fed  cum  haec  vitia  amotis  veficantibus  aliquando 
protinus  accedant,  &  amotis  iifdem  fenfim  evanefcant,  Sc 
hoc  ter  quaterve  vel  ftepius  in  eodem  £eg rotante  fieri  vifum 
fit ;  mihi  nunquam  perfuaderi  pofiet,  ut  credam  in  omni¬ 
bus  vitiis  capitis  &  nervorum  fummum  efle  in  cantharidi* 
bus  remedium.  Glass,  Comm,  de  Veficant, 
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«-  Notion  of  the  great  Efficacy  of  Blifters,  iii 
«  thefe  Symptoms,  that  whatever  Accident  of 
this  kind  fupervene,  they  are  perfwaded  it 
“  arifes  wholly  from  the  Diforder  ;  and  that, 

“  had  it  not  been  for  this  Remedy,  it  would 
“  have  been  far  worfe  :  But,  fince  thefe  bad 
“  Symptoms  happen  fometimes  immediately 
“  .on  the  Application  of  Blifters,  and  on  their 
«  Removal  gradually  wear  off ;  and  this  has 
“  been  obferved  to  happen  three  or  four  Times 
“  fucceffively,  or  oftener,  in  one  and  the  fame 
4C  Patient  ♦,  I  can  never  be  brought  to  believe, 
“  that  Blifters  are  the  fummum  Remedium  in 
«  all  Diforders  of  the  Plead  and  Nerves/5 
«6  Phyficians  (fays  n  Hoffman )  very  frequently 
“  err  in  this,  that,  in  Cafe  of  any  danger  of 
<c  Delirium,  or  of  Convulfions  in  fmart  Fevers, 
46  they  fly  to  Blifters,  as  it  were  to  the  Sheet-* 
66  Anchor  :  The  melancholly  Confequences  of 
“  which  Practice,  in  immediately,  as  it  were, 

f 

“  aggravating  thefe  Symptoms,  I,  and  indeed 
“  others,  have'  frequently  feen  exemplified. 55 
And  again,  <c  Hence  it  appears  that  Blifters  are 
not  to  be  applied,  without  Care  and  Caution, 

- 

“  in  Cafes,  wherein  the  Puife  is  ftrong  and  fre- 
.  :  ,  :  .  ct  quent, 

.  Pii  .  :  •*  '•**'•*  '•*:  '  '  •'  ‘ 

71  Peccant  in  eo  fsepius  medici,  quod  prsfente  in  acutis 

f^bribus  delirii  vel  convulfionum  periculo  ad  veficatoriunv 
tanquam  ad  facram  anchoram,  confugiant.  Quam  triilis 
faepc  fcquatur  eventus,  brevi  poft  auftis  iilis  fymptomati- 
bu8}  &  ipfe  didici  experienda,  &  aliorum  hac  de  re  obferva- 
tiones  id  confirmant,  Vid,  deMed.  Yir.  Nat.  Refer. 
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qtierit,  unlefs  we  have  a  Mind  to  excite  Fains* 
tc  Fevers,  Inflammations,  and  to  bring  on  an 
“  INFLAMMATION  of  the  BRAIN.”  ° 
“  I  have  (fays  the  experienced  p  Huxham)  very1 
many  Times  feen  very  pernicious  EfFeds 
*c  attend  the  too  early  Application  of  Bliders* 
as  obdinate  Pervigilium,  Delirium,  Suppref- 
5C  fion  of  Urine,  Tremors,  Subfuitus,  &c”  I 
could  eafily  produce  much  more  Authority 
in  Proof  of  the  ill  Effedls  of  Sliders  on  the 
Brain  :  But  this  Hlall  fuffice.  Nor  would  I  be 
underdood,  as  though  I  meant,  by  what  has 
been  faid  on  this  Point,  wholly  to  condemn 
blidering  the  Plead,  much  lefs  in  Mr.  Rootes's 
Gafe  :  Since  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  if  it  be  jufti- 
fiable  at  any  Time,  it  is  in  the  foporofe  Cafe* 
after  due  Evacuations  have  been  premifed  to  no 
Purpofe,  and  the  State  of  the  Patient  is  become 
in  a  Manner  defperate ;  and,  therefore*  though  it 
may  not  require,  at  lead,  in  fome  Meafure,  jus¬ 
tifies,  the  Ufe  of  an  uncertain,  precarious,  and 
D  E  S  P  E  R  AT  E  kind  of  Remedy  :  Though  I 
mud  fay,  I  think,  wherever  the  Indication  is  to 
ftimulate,  Sinapifms  will  do  every  Thing  that 
can  be  expected  from  external  Stimulants  : 
And  Cupping,  Scarifying,  on  the  Part  ad 
'  D  fedled, 

57  Ex  quo  apparet,  non  fine  cura  &  caiitione  in  pulfu 
iorti  &  celeri  adplicanda  effe  veficantia,  n-ifi  dolores,  febres* 
inflanamationes  accendere,  &  P  H  R  E  N I T 1  D  E  M  ac- 
cerfere  veliinus.  In  eodem  loco,  « 

p  m.  on  Fev,  p,,  119, 
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fe&ed,  do  every  Thing,  that  is  to  be.,expe£tea  front 
evacuating  from  the  Part  itfelf,  efpecially  whert 
fuch  Part  happens  to  be  one  of  the  vital  Organs  ; 
it  being  fcarce  fafe,  at  leaft,  in  my  humble  Opi¬ 
nion,  to  apply  fo  noxious  a  Medicament,  as 
Cantharides,  clofe  upon  it*  A  Notion,  of 
which  the  ordinary  Event  of  Bliftering  near  to 
the  Brain,  is*  I  fear,  by  no  Means  like  to  dif- 
poflefs  me  :  For,  whatever  be  the  Caufe,  fo  it 
happens,  that  few,  very  few,  to  whom  this  Re¬ 
medy  is  applied,  are  obferved  to  recover  ^  I 
fnean  in  proportion  to  the  Numbers  that  do 
well,  under  almoft  every  other  Kind  of  medicinal 
Application.  I  confefs,  I  am  a  cautious,,  per¬ 
haps  a  timid,  I  hope,  at  leaft,  a  confcientious^ 
Pra&itioner  :  And  yet,  however  religiouHy 
fcfupulous  I  may  be,  with  regard  to  the  Ufe  of 
thofe  Remedies,  that  are,  in  their  Effects,  pre¬ 
carious  and  dangerous,  and  from  which  my  Pa¬ 
tients  are  likely  to  receive  more  Harm  than 
Good ;  I  never  was  afraid,  on  extraordinary  and 
urgent  Occafions,  to  make  a  pulh  for  Life  by 
the  repeated  Ufe  of  fuch,  as,  while  they  are 
adtive  and  efficacious,  are  likewife  confefiedly 
fafe  :  Nor  did  I  ever  omit  a  fingle  Remedy, 
which,  I  was  fatisfied,  from  the  little  Knowledge 
I  have  in  Phyfic,  would  give  my  Patient  the 
bell  Chance  for  a  Recovery,  on  the  Score  either 
©f  its  communicating  prefent  Pain  to  fuch  Pa¬ 
tient,  or  of  its  carrying  with  it  the  APPE  AR¬ 
AN  C  E  of  Cruelty  to  his  Friends  :  The  Benefit 
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of  the  Perfon,  with  whofe  Life  I  am  intruded, 
being  ever  the  foie  View  I  have  in  my  Prefcrip- 
tion.  But  to  return  to  the  Subjedt  of  Blood¬ 
letting. 

You  know*  Sir,  the  moft  ancient  Writers  lr\ 
Phyfic  order  different  Blood  -VefTels  to  be 
opened,  according  as  different  Parts  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy  are  affedted  in  Diforders.  Hippocrates  makes 
mention  of  bleeding  in  the  Vein  of  the  Fore¬ 
head,  behind  the  E^rs,  under  the  Tongue,  in 
the  internal  Noftrjls,  in  the  Hand,  Hams,  and 
feveral  other  Parts  of  the  Body.  And  Galen 
fpeaks  moreover  of  its  being  a  Cuftom  in  his 
Days  to  open  the  Temporal  Arteries,  and  thqfe 
behind  the  Ears  :  Hear  what  he  fays  :  44  s  Fop 
?4  as  we  have  fhewn  that  different  Veins  are  to 
44  be  opened  in  Diforders  of  different  Parts,  fo 
44  likewife  it  is  the  Cuftom  of  Phyficians  to 
44  open  the  Arteries  of  the  Temples  and  behind 
44  the  Ears  :  Of  the  Temples  in  both  hot  and 
44  fpirituous  Fluxions  on  the  Eyes  :  But  behind 
44  the  Ears,  in  Patients  labouring  under  more, 
44  efpecially  the  Vertigo  and  chronic  hot  and  fpi- 
44  rituous  Pains  of  the  Head.  Now  there  are 
fome,  who  open  the  Arteries  behind  the 
Ears  likewife,  in  other  chfonip  Diforders  of 

D  2  “  the 

q  Sicut  enim  alias  venas  ob  alias  afTe&as  partes  often- 
dimus  fecandas,  fic  quoque  &  quae  in  temporibus  funt  ar- 
teriaij  &  qu^e  poll  aures,  mod  ere  xnedicis  mos  eft.  Xn 
temporilus  quidejn,  &c.  de  Cur.  R.  pr.  Sang.  Mill,  C^  22. 
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«  the  Head.”  And,  indeed,  feverai  of  the1 
r  Moderns,  particularly  Dr.  Friend^  have  expref- 
fed  a  very  favourable  Opinion  of  opening  the 
Temporal  Artery  in  Diforders  of  the  Head  : 
And  this  may  fuffice  to  juftify  my  Propofal  of 
opening  this  Artery  in  Mr.  Rcotes's  Cafe.  I 
will  therefore  proceed  to  that  of  bleeding  in  the 
Jugular.  • 

.  V.  •  /.'  -  -  *  i  i  '  * 

The  ancient  Greek  in  general,  and  fome  of 
the  Arabian  Writers  in  Phyfic,  entertained  a 
ftrong  Notion,  that  Wounds  of  the  Jugular 
Veins,  as  well  as  of  the  Carotid  Arteries,  are 
mortal :  And  hence  it  is,  that  we  meet  with  but 
few  Accounts  of  opening  the  Jugulars  in  their 
■Writings.  Alexander  of  Fralles  has,  I  believe, 
made  mention  of  it,  when  treating  of  the  An¬ 
gina.  Be  this  as  it  will,  it  is  notorious,  that  this 
Operation  £ame  not  into  general  Repute,  hill 
long  after  the  Revival  of  anatomical  Enquiries. 
The  Writers  of  the  laft  Century,  we  find,  make 
frequent  mention  of  it,  and  particularly  recom¬ 
mend  it  in  the  Diforder  in  difpute.  John  Riolhn , 
who  was  no  lefs  an  experienced  Phyfidan,  than 
a  good  Anatomift,  fays,  46  5  Can  any  Man  doubt, 

46  whether 

v  SeeC  alder  wood’s  New  Method  cf  curing  the  Apoplexy, 

*  Bubitare  poftet  aliquis,  an  jugularis  vena  externa  in 
aponlexia  ttito  fecari  queat  ?  Nec  leve  fperari  debet  emo¬ 
lument  urn  ex  hoc  remedio,  quia  citiffime  cerebrum  deple- 
tur  &  exoneratur.---Id  faepius  fasliciter  admimikatum  fuifie 
refcivi.  Anthropog,  Lib  iii. 
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* 6  whether  it  be  fafe  to  open  the  external  Ju~ 
tc  gular  Vein  in  the  Apoplexy  ?”  And  a  little 
farther  adds,  “  and  no  fmall  Relief  may  rea-  : 
fonably  be  expected  from  this  Remedy,  be~ 
caufe  the  Brain  is,  inftantaneoufly  as  it  were, 
iC  exhaufled  by  it.59  And  that  he  does  not 
fpeak  this  from  theoretical  Argument,  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  what  immediately  follows,  “  This 
“  I  have  known  very  frequently  practifed  with 
u  Succefs.”  It  would  be  endlefs  almoft  to  quote 
half  the  Authority  I  could  produce,  in  behalf 
of  this  my  Propofal  ;  I  ffcall,  therefore,  con¬ 
clude  this  Article  with  an  Extrad,  or  two,  from 
Writers,  whofe  Judgment  in  medical  Matters, 
you  will  not,  I  prefume,  in  any  wife,  call  in 
queftjon.  1  Sydenham  tells  us,  “  Bleed  in  the 
Arm  to  the  Quantity  of  twelve  Ounces,  as 
cc  foon  as  poffible,  and  then  in  the  Jugulars,  to 
M  the  Quantity  of  eight.”  u  Dr.  Boerbaave 
fays,  ce  Let  the  Patient  be  bled  plentifully  and 
u  fpeedily,  and  in  the  Jugulars  :  Let  this  be 
**  repeated  as  Occafion  requires  :  For,  if  the 
46  Diforder  is  curable,  this  Method  gives  imme- 
cc  diate  Relief.”  The  great  w  Mead  obferves. 
The  fanguineous  Kind  requires  plentiful  and 
**  frequent  bleeding,  both  from  the  Arm  and 
Jugular  Veins.”  I  come 

*  Mittatur  fanguis  e  brachio  ad  ^xii.  quam  primum, 
ac  poftea  ex  venis  jugularibus  ad  gviii.  Proceff.  Integ. 

u  Fiat  larga,  cita  miflio  fanguinis,  &  quidem  exjugula- 
ribus  venis  ;  qua:  pro  re  nata  repetatur,  poll  hanc  enimf  fi 
ftatu  eft  morbus  fanabili,  ftatim  levamen  oriri  folet.  Aph, 
Pra£t.  §  1030. 

w  Monit.  &  precept.  Medic, 
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I  come  now  to  the  Articles  of  Cupping  with' 
Scarification,  and  of  the  Application  of 
Leeches  to  the  Integuments  of  the  Head  :  And 
as  the  Modus  Operandi  of  each  feems  to  be 
nearly  as  pofiible  fimilar,  I  fhall  treat  of  them 
together.  Celfiis who,  you  know,  wrote  be¬ 
fore  the  time  of  Galen ,  tells  us,  x  “  The  chief 

Ufe  of  Cupping  is  in  Cafes,  wherein  the  Dif~ 
“  order  does  not  extend  through  the  whole 
6C  Body,  but  is  confined  to  fome  particular 
tc  Part,  the  Depletion  of  which  is  fufficient  to 
“  reftore  the  Health  of  the  Patient.”  And 
he  urges  the  Cuftom  of  applying  this  Remedy 
to  the  Part  affedled  as  a  Reafon  ;  and  indeed  5tis 
a  very  good  one,  why,  in  ordinary  Vena^feftion, 
Blood  ought  to  be  drawn  from  the  Part  which 
is  difordered  :  Hear  what  he  fays,  y  “  And 
“  this  alone  is  a  Proof,  that  even  in  ordinary 
“  Blood-letting,  when  performed  for  the  Re- 
“  lief  of  any  particular  Part,  it  ought  to  be 
U  drawn  more  efpecially  from  the  Part  affefted  ^ 
«  to  wit,  becaufe  Cupping-glafTes  are  never. 

“  applied 

*  Ufus  autem  cucurbitulte  praecipuus  eft,  ubinon  in  to- 
to  corpore,  fed  in  parte  aliqua  vitium  eft,  quam  exhauriri 
ad  confirmandam  valetudinem  fatis  eft.  Cels.  De  Med. 
Cap.  xi.  Lib.  ii. 

y  Idque  ipfum  teftimonium  eft,  etiam  fcalpello  fangui- 
nem,  ubi  membro  fuccurritur,  ab  ea  potiflimum  parte, 
quae  jam  laefa  eft,  effe  mittendum  :  quod  nemo  cucurbitu- 
lam  diverfae  parti  imponit,  nifi  cum  profufionem  fanguinis 
eo  avertit:  fed  ei  ipfi,  quae  dolet,  quaeque  liberanda  eft. 
Cels.  De  Med.  Lib.  ii.  Cap.  xi. 
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«»  applied  at  a  Diftance  from,  (unlefs  in  Cafes 
«  of  Hemorrhages,  in  order  to  turn  the 
“  Courfe  of  the  Blood)  but  on  the  very  Part, 

“  which  is  difordered,  and  which  is  to  be  re- 
«  lieved.”  And  that  Leeches  anfwer  the  fame 
End,  with  the  Application  of  Cupping- glades, 
is  fo  notorious,  that  even  z  Pliny  the  Hiftorian 

has  taken  Notice  of  it. 

*  '  /  '  »  ;  > 

Now  feveral  of  the  moffi  eminent  medical 
Writers  have  ftrongly  recommended  Cupping 
with  Scarification  on  the  Head  in  apoplectic, 
and  other  foporofe  Diforders.  9  Zacuius  Jjufi- 
tanus ,  an  eminent  Jew  Phyfician,  has  given  us 
two  very  remarkable  Inftances  oi  apoplectic. 
Patients  recovered  by  this  Method.  ^  Morgag¬ 
ni,  a  very  celebrated  Anatomift,  has  expreffed 
a  very  high  Opinion  of  this  Remedy.  Open- 
«  ing  the  Occipital  Veins,  propofed  by  Mor- 
“  gagni ,  is  likewife,  fays  the  great c  Mead ,  of 
“  confiderable  Benefit,  as  I  have  experienced 
“  in  feveral  very  dangerous  Cafes.”  Hear 
what  as  good  a  Judge  of  medical,  as  well  as 

of 

z  Diverfus  Hirudiniim,  quas  fanguifugas  vocant,  ad 
extrahendum  fanguinem  tifus  eft,  quippe  eadem  lado  ea- 
fum,  quam  cucurbitarum  medicinalium,  ad  corpora  levan- 
da  fanguine,  fpiramenta  laxanda  judicatur.  Hift.  Nat, 
Lib.  xxxii.  Cap.  x. 

„  a  Med.  Princ.  Hift.  Lib.  i.  Hift.  33? 
b  Adverfar.  Anatom,  p.  108. 
f  Med.  Prec.  Chapt.  2d. 
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of  chlrurgical  Matters,  as  any  at  this  Time  iri 
Europe ,  fays,  of  Cupping  with  Scarification. 
«  d  Cupping  with  Scarification  is  us’d  in  vari- 
“  ous  Parts  of  the  Body,  particularly  in-the 
«  Head,  Neck,  Shoulders,  behind  or  under 
<c  the  Ears,  Occiput,  Back  and  Loins,  Legs 
and  Arms,  and  near  the  Ankles,  and  this 
*c  for  making  a  Derivation,  Revulfion,  or 
«  Evacuation  in  various  Diforders  incident  to 
«  plethorick  Habits,  fuch  as  various  inflam- 
matory  Diforders  in  the  Head,  Eyes,  Ears* 
“  In  all  which  Cafes,  he  obferves,  “  It 

“  is  hardly  poffible  to  exprefs  the  general 
*c  Benefit,  which  may  be  received  from  this 
“  Operation.”  e  Frid.  Hoffman ,  who*  in  my 
humble  Opinion,  was  a  Man  of  as  profound 
Judgment,  and  extenfive  Knowledge  in  Phyfic* 
as  ever  breathed,  has  laid  it  down  as  a  Theo¬ 
rem,  that,  “  Diforders  of  the  Plead,  arifing 
“  from  an  Accumulation  of  Blood,  and  DiL 
“  tenfion  of  the  Veffels,  require  Blood-letting, 
“  and  that  in  the  neighbouring  VeiTels  And 
yet,  he  was  no  great  Friend  to  bleeding  in  ge¬ 
neral  near  to  the  Part  affe&ed. 

It 

d  He  ill.  Surger.  Engl.  Tranflat.  p.  309.  A  Book  of 
your  Acquaintance,  but  not  the  only  one,  with  which  yoiT 
have  made  free  in  compofing  your  Traft  on  Inoculation. 
Vid.  of  Heift.  p.  307  :  Of  yours  p.  if.  and  13. 

e  Morbi  capitis  a  fanguinis  congeflione  vaforomque  dif- 
tenfione  oborti  exigunt  venae  fe&ionem,  in  vicinis  tamen 
partibus  inftituendam.  De  Yens  fe&ione  aliifque,  tfc. 
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It  is  from  a  moil  convincing  Senfe  of  the 
great  Benefit,  which  Patients,  labouring  under 
violent  Difcrders  of  the  Brain,  frequently  re¬ 
ceive  from  this  Praftice,  that  fome  very  judi¬ 
cious  Surgeons,  with  whom  I  am  acquainted, 
ufe  always,  in  Cafes  of  violent  Difcrders  induced 
on  the  Brain  by  external  Injuries,  to  lay  open 
the  Integuments  of  the  Cranium,  to  fuffer  the 
Veffels  to  bleed  freely,  in  order  to  try  whether 
this  Remedy  will  anfwer  without  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  the  Trepan.  And,  indeed,  I  well  re¬ 
member,  I  once  held  the  Head  of  fuch  a  Pa¬ 
tient,  who  was  to  have  been  trepann’d  within  a  ‘ 
few  Hours,  while  the  Surgeon  dilated  the 
Wound  on  her  Scalp  with  this  View ;  the  Con- 
fequence  of  which  was,  that  fiie  bled  freely, 
and  recovered  without  having  any  Occafion  for 
that 'Operation. 

I  proceed  now  to  the  next  Article  of  my 
Prefcription,  to  wit,  that  of  Purging  by  the 
Ufe  of  a  ftirnuiating  Glyfler.  And  here  I 
fhall  only  obferve  that,  as  Mr.  Rootes  feemed 
to  me,  in  a  great  Meafure,  incapable  of  taking 
any  considerable  Quantity  of  Medicines  by  the 
Mouth,  I  chofe  to  order  a  Purgative  rather  by 
way  of  Glyfter,  than  in  the  ordinary  Way ;  a 
Practice,  which,  you  know,  is  very  common 
In  foporofe  Cafes. 

The  third  and  laft  Article  of  my  PrTcrip- 

E  tion, 


r  36  1 

tion,  is  that  of  Bliftering.  I  ordered  Veflca- 
tories  to  be  applied  to  the  Arms,  and  thefe 
after  the  Interval  of  ten  Hours  :  My  Reafon 
for  direding  which  Space  was,  that  I  appre¬ 
hended  it  neceffary  firft  of  all  to  try  the  Leeches 
and  Enema  ;  and  that,  as  he  had  at  that  Time 
a  f  Veficatory  on  the  Scalp,  we  ought  to  wait 
fome  confiderable  Time,  before  we  apply’d 
more  ;  for  I  cannot  fay,  I  am  over-fond  of  in¬ 
troducing  a  large  Quantity  of  the  Flies,  into 
the  Circulation,  even  in  foporofe  Cafes  :  Being 
of  Opinion,  they  do  little  more,  than  infed 
the  Blood  with  a  noxious  acrid  Quality,  If  I 
remember  right,  you  made  an  Objection  to  ap¬ 
plying  them  to  thefe  Parts;  and  mentioned 
fpmewhat  concerning  applying  them  to  the 
Side  affeded.  As  I  have  undertaken  to  give 
you  an  Account  of  my  Reafons  for  every  par¬ 
ticular  Article  of  my  Prefcription,  I  fliall 
likewife  communicate  my  Reafon  for  not  apply¬ 
ing  them  in  this  Cafe  to  the  Side  affeded. 
You  muft  know  then,  in  paralytic  Cafes,  kis 
my  Cuftom  always  to  confider,  whether  the 
Diforder  be  confined  folely  to  the  Part  affeded ; 
I  think  it  may  be  called  Local  ;  or  whether  it 
be  complicated  with,  and  owe  its  rife  to,  a 
morbid  Affedion  of  the  Brain.  If  the  firft 
be  the  Cafe,  I  ufe  to  Blifter,  and  make  other 
Applications  on  the  Part  affeded.  If  the  laft, 

as 
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Its  was  evidently  Mr.  Rootes's ,  I  make  no  Ap« 
plication  to  the  Part,  however  common  the 
Practice  ;  but  dired  my  Remedies  to  the  Or¬ 
gan,  primarily  affedted,  and  on  the  Diforder  of 
which  the  other  depends  5  being  Mailer  of  as 
much  Philofophy,  as  to  know,  that,  if  the  Caufe 
be  removed,  the  Effedl  will  ceafe.  And,  to 
fpeak  the  Truth,  had  the  Pradtice  been  as  com¬ 
mon  in  this,  as  in.  the  Country,  wherein  I  learned 
Phyfic,  I  fhould  have  chofe  to  have  applied 
s  Sinapifms  to  the  Soles  of  the  Feet,  with  an 
Intent,  both  to  ftimulate,  and  to  revel,  the  Im¬ 
petus  of  the  Blood  from  the  Brain  ;  and  would 
have  omitted  the  Veficatories  altogether. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have:  finifhed  the  Defence  of  my 
Prefcription  for  Mr.  Rootes  ;  and,  I  hope,  you 
are*  by  this  time,  convinced  ’tis  far  from  being 
my  Pradfide  tb  order  Remedies*  without  firil 
eonfidering  the  Nature  of  the  Diforder  for 
which,  and  the  modus  Operandi  of  the  Reme¬ 
dies,  I  prefcribe.  Whether,  of  no,  my  Practice, 
in  this  Cafe,  was  rational,  I  leave  to  the  Deter¬ 
mination  of  the  Public  :  But  cannot  conclude 
this  Epiflle,  without  making  a  few  Remarks 
on  the  Remedies  you  propofed  yourfelf  in  this 
Cafe, 

E  2  Toil 
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You  know,  Sir,  that  juft  as  I  was  taking  rny 
Leave,  you  propofed,  in  a  ftrrly  ill-natured  Way* 
the  Ufe  of  Cinnabar,  and  Cephalics.  I  told 
you,  I  had  no  great  Objection  to  them  ;  but  that 
I  looked  on  the  Cafe  to  be  fuch,  as  evidently 
demanded  more  efficacious  Remedies  ;  of  which 

*  x 

kind,  were,  I  imagined,  thofe  I  had  ordered.  I 
likewife  added,  that  I  thought  Mr.  Rootes  was 
fcarce  capable  of  taking  Cinnabar  in  a  Bole  y 
and  that  to  take  it  in  a  liquid  Vehicle,  unlefs  a 
Perfon  be  in  a  Condition  to  throw  it  down  at 
once,  can  be  to  no  Purpofe,  fince  it  will  imme¬ 
diately  fubfide  to  the  Bottom.  I  had  other* 
and  more  fubftantial  Reafons,  why  I  declined 
its  Ufe  in  Mr.  Rootes" s  Cafe  :  But,  however,  you 
know,  I  told  Mr.  Batchellor  he  might,  if  he 
pleafed,  make  up  fome  Boles  with  Cinnab.  Rad* 
Valer.  Sylv.  Caftor,  &V.  which  was,  in  my 
humble  Opinion,  making  you  an  handfome* 
though  a  no  very  necefiary  Conceffion,  fince  I 
did  not  think,  they  could  be  of  any  fervice. 
This,  Sir,  is  one  Reafon,  which  I  then  had  for 
not  prefcribing  Cinnabar.  Another  was,  that 

1  have  long  entertained  a  Notion,  that  this 
Medicament  is  a  very  ufelefs  one  in  itfelf.  You 
will  ftare,  probably,  at  the  Acknowledgment : 
But,  Sir,  if  you  confult  the  Writings  of  Boer* 
haave ,  you  jyill  find  there  is  great  Room  to 
fufped  it  to  be,  at  leaft,  a  very  ina&ive  one,  if 

not  altogether  ufelefs.  5Tis  true,  the  h  Dr. 

don’t 

h  He  fays  exprefsly,  <e  Cinnabar  has  nearly  the  fame, 
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don’t  exprefsly  fay,  ’tis  altogether  ufelefs,  but 
he  doubts  much  of  its  celebrated  anti-epileptick 
Virtues  ;  and  he  has  pronounced  the  mineral 
jEthiops,  a  Preparation,  which  every  Body 
knows  is  compounded  of  the  fame  Ingredients 
with  Cinnabar,  to  be  entirely  ufelefs,  otherwife 
than  in  the  Primae  Viae.  And  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  being  acquainted  with  fome  very 
knowing  and  experienced  Phyficians,  who  have 
declared  the  fame  Opinion  of  the  Cinnabar  both 
native  and  faditious.  But  my  ftrongeft  and 
grand  Reafon  for  not  ordering  it  in  Mr.  Rootes’s 
Cafe,  was,  that  even  fuppofing  it  does  get  into 
the  Blood,  I  think  fo  ponderous,  adive,  heating 
a  Medicament,  as  this  muft  neceffarily  be,  if  it 
in  any  wife  retain  the  Virtues  of  the  Ingredients, 
of  which  ’tis  compounded,  can  fcarce  be  1  fafely 
adminiftered  in  fuch  a  Cafe  as  his  was.  You 
know,  that  apopledic  Diforders  have  been  di¬ 
vided,  by  the  moft  eminent  Writers,  into  two 
grand  Species  v  the  one  arifing  in  the  fanguine- 
ous,  the  other  in  the  phlegmatic  Conftitution, 
or  Temperament*  This  is  a  Diftindion,  which 
Boerbaave ,  Hoffman ,  Mead,  and  many  others, 
have  made.  And  it  has  been  thought  ad  vile- 
able  by  Phyficians,  to  whofe  Authority  you  and 
I  muft  neceftarily  fubmit,  to  purfue,  more  efpe~ 
dally  in  Cafes  of  the  ftrft  Kind,  as  Mr.  Rootcs'% 

evidently 

3  Caveatur  fummopcre  ab  pmni  raedicajnento  valido, 
ilimulante,  movente,  ealefaciente,  &c.  Aph.  Bqerhaav* 

de  Apoplexia, 
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evidently  was,  the  Anti-phlogiftick  Method  % 
the  good  Effedts  of  which,  your  Brother,  and  I, 
had  very  lately  experienced  in  a  Patient*  whofe 
Head  was  remarkably  affedted  by  the  long  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  violent  Convulfions  ;  which,  to 
fpeak  the  Truth*  I  had  clofely  purfued  in  Mn 
Rootes* s  Diforder,  had  I  been  called  in  more 
early,  and  while  he  was  capable  of  taking  many 
Medicines.  Befides,  the  Circumftances  of  the 
Strength,  and  Fulnefs  of  Mr.  Rootes' s  Pulfe,* 

called  rather  for  Evacuations,  than  for  adtive 

\ 

(Emulating  Medicines*  as  Rad.  Yaler.  S.  Caftor. 
£s?r.  are  :  And  you  know,  almoft  every  Writer 
cautions  us  againfl  the  too  free  Ufe  of  fuch 
Remedies,  in  this  Diforder,  as  increafe  the  cir- 
culating  Force* 

But  you  will  perhaps  object,  that  Mr.  RootesH 
Cafe  was  not  Apopledtic  :  No,  it  was  (originally) 
rather  Epileptic  *,  a  Complaint,  which  is  in  its 
Nature  extremely  near  allied  to  the  former.  Be 
this  as  it  will ;  when  I  faw  him,  the  Diforder 
on  his  Brain  had  induced  all  the  Symptoms 
commonly  obferved  after  an  apopledtic  Stroke  : 
And  I  know  of  no  other  Circumftance,  by 
which  to  diflinguifh  Diforders  by  different  Ap¬ 
pellations,  or  indeed,  by  which  to  regulate  our 
Practice,  in  general,  than  that  of  their  concomi¬ 
tant  Symptoms  :  If  you  do,  I  fhall  be  glad  to 
know  it.  And,  let  me  add,  Sir,  that  though 
the  Diforder  was  arrived  to  fo  great  an  Heighth, 

when 


[  4i  ] 

N  I 

when  I  faw  him,  that  there  was  little,  extreme¬ 
ly  little,  room  to  hope  for  a  Recovery  :  Yet  it 
was  attended  with  no  one  Symptom,  that  por¬ 
tended  Death  inevitable,  His  Refpiration  was 
calm,  eafy,  and  in  no  wife  interrupted  :  There 
was  no  Stertor,  (a  Symptom,  which  has  been 
generally,  and  defervedly,  looked  on  as  immi¬ 
nently  dangerous  in  fuch  a  Cafe)  to  be  obferved  : 
And,  moreover,  his  Pulfe  was  full  and  ftrong  : 
A  Circumflance,  which,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  called 
aloud  for  Elood-letting  ;  and  which  was,  in 
his  Cafe,  fo  very  remarkable,  that  even  the 
Minifter,  who  vifited  him,  could  not  forbear 
taking  Notice  of  it,  above  twelve  Hours  after  I 
left  him,  And  here,  Sir,  I  cannot  forbear  ob- 
ferving,  that  you  have,  on  this  Occafion,  exhi¬ 
bited  no  very  convincing  Specimen  of  medical 
Difcretion,  in  rejecting  a  Remedy,  on  which 
the  moil  eminent  Phyficians  have  ever  laid  the 
greateft,  I  may  fay,  alrnoft  the  only  Strefs,  in 
the  Cure  of  fuch  defperate  Diforders,  in  Favour 
of  Medicines,  the  Effects  of  k  one  of  which  are 
at  all  Times  precarious,  while  thole  of  the  1  reil 
are  evidently  fuch,  as  muil  be  prejudicial  ;  at 
lead,  in  fanguineous  foporofe  Cafes,  fo  circum- 
danced,  as  was  that  of  Mr.  Rootes  :  For  it  is 
evident,  to  a  Demon ilration,  that  while  the  Cir¬ 
culation  continues  ilrong,  in  fuch  Cafes,  there 
is  no  need  of  volatile  aftive  Medicines. 

And 

k  Cinnabar. 
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And  now.  Sir,  a  Word  or  two,  by  Way  of 
Expoftulation,  with  you,  on  the  Subject  of  tra-^ 
ducing  Characters,  and  I  ffiall  conclude,  A 
Man  of  your  Years,  and  long  Experience  in 
the  World,  cannot  but  know,  that  the  Reputa¬ 
tion  of  Knowledge  is  not  fo  immediately  necef- 
fary  to  a  Practitioner,  in  any  one  Science,  as  to 
the  Profeffor  of  the  Ars  Medendi.  The  Phy- 
fician’s  Character,  however  ffippery  the  Founda¬ 
tion  on  which  it  Hands,  may  be  confidered  as 
his  Bread  :  And,  confequently,  the  Man,  who 
endeavours  to  derogate  from  his  Credit,  without 
fufficient  Occafion,  is,  at  leaf!,  equally  guilty 
with  him,  who  attempts  to  deprive  him  of  his 
Property  in  any  other  RelpeCt.  I  fay,  Sir, 
without  fufficient  Occafipn  5  becaufe,  if  there 
be  fufficient  Occalion  to  accufe  the  Phyfician  of 
Ignorance  in  his  Profeffion  ;  or  if  he  has  been 
notorioufly  guilty  of  Male-praCtice,  the  World 
ought  to  be  apprized  of  it  ;  Life  and  Health 
being  Matters  of  too  great  Confequence  to  be 
trifled  with.  But  then,  the  Man,  who  ventures 
to  cenfure  his  Knowledge,  or  to  condemn  his 
Practice,  ought  by  no  Means  to  do  it  amongft 
People,  that  are  not  competent  Judges  of  the 
Matter,  or  who,  if  they  are,  may  be  prejudiced 
againft  him  :  On  the  contrary,  ’tis  his  Duty, 
and  that  more  efpecially  if  called  upon,  as  you 
have  been,  to  declare  his  Reafons,  for  fuch  Ac- 
cufation,  to  the  impartial  Public,  and  thereby 
to  give  him  the  only  Opportunity,  he  can  have, 

of 
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Of  vindicating  himfeif.  This  Opportunity,  Sir* 
you  have  hitherto,  fo  far  as  lies  in  your  Power* 
denied  me,  and  have  thereby  drove  me  to  the 
difagreeable  Talk  of  going  through  with  the 
Defence  of  every  Article  of  my  Prefcription  for 
Mr*  Rootes*  You  will  perhaps  fay,  there  was 
no  Occafion  for  it,  and  that  you  never  did  con¬ 
demn  my  Practice  :  But  I  will  appeal  to  the 
Judgment  of  any  indifferent  Perfon,  whether 
your  Behaviour,  on  this  Occafion,  (exclusive  of 
what  you*  probably,  faid  behind  my  Back)  does 
not  amount  to  a  Condemnation  of  my  Practice. 
Make  the  Cafe  your  own*  and  fuppofe  yourfelf 
the  Phyfician,  me  the  Surgeon  $  that  I  had  vi- 
fited,  of  my  own  accord,  one  of  your  Patients ; 
had  objected  to  almoft  every  Remedy  you  pro- 
pofed  y  had  alked  fevetal  trivial  and  imperti¬ 
nent  Queftions,  concerning  the  Intentions  you 
had  in  view  y  had  propofed,  in  an  ill-natured 
churlifh  Way,  feveral  other  Medicines  y  had 
cavilled  at  thofe  prefcribed  ;  had  taken  upon 
me  to  prevent  them  from  being  adminiffered  y 
and,  finally,  when  you  had  refented  fuch 
Ufage,  and  defired  me  to  explain  mylelf,  had 
refiifed  you  that  reafonable  Requeff  *  and, 
moreover,  had  defied  you  to  write  with  me  on 
the  Subject  ;  all  which,  and  indeed,  I  fear, 
touch  more,  you  have  done  by  me  :  I  fay.  Sup- 
pofe  I,  a  Surgeon,  had  a<ffed  thus  by  you,  a 
Phyfician,  what  would  you  have  thought  of 
it  ?  Would  you  not  have  concluded*  I  had  ufed 
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you  extremely  ill  ?  Would  you  not  have  infilled 
on  my  explaining  my  Motives  for  fuch* ungen¬ 
tleman-like  Behaviour  ?  Certainly  you  would* 
and  that  with  the  greateft  Reafon.  I  alk  you 
then,  What  was  your  Motive  for  acting  thus 
by  me  ?  Was  it  Self-intereft  ?  Was  it  that  you 
was  going  foon  to  take  a  Dodor’s  Degree  in 
Phyfic,  and  therefore  thought  it  a  necelfary 
Step,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  derogate  from  the 
little  Credit  I  enjoy  in  the  Profefiion  ?  If  this 
was  the  Cafe,  I  need  no  longer  wonder  at  your 
not  informing  me  of  your  Reafons  for  con¬ 
demning  my  Pra&ice.  Or,  did  you  do  it,  be- 
caufe  you  thought  I  was  guilty  of  Male-practice 
in  Mr.  Rootes9 s  Cafe  ?  If  fo,  why  have  you  not 
informed  me  in  what  Particulars,  together  with 
your  Reafons,  for  thinking  I  erred  ?  Is  the 
Phyfician  to  be  debarred  the  common  Privilege  of 
knowing  of  what,  and  wherefore,  he  is  accufed  ? 
Is  he  only  to  be  refufed  the  Opportunity  granted 
in  common  to  all,  on  Occalion  of  Scandal, 
which  fo  nearly  affects  their  Intereft,  of  pub- 
lickly  vindicating  themfelves  ?  Is  he  alone  to 
be  condemned  unheard  ?  Far  be  it  from  me. 
Sir,  to  think,  myfelf  infallible  ;  I  have,  poffibly, 
erred  in  this  Cafe  :  If  I  have,  let  me  fuffer  ;  but 
let  me  be  firft  fairly  tried,  and  that  by  compe¬ 
tent  and  impartial  Judges.  Fou  fee,  I  have 
laid  open  my  whole  Proceeding  in  the  Cafe, 
together  with  my  Reafons  for  every  individual 
Article  of  my  Prefcription  :  I  have  ventured 

my 
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my  Reputation  on  this  Tingle  Inftance-  of  my 
Pra&ice  ;  and,  if  you  have  any  Thing  {till,  to 
object  againfi  any  Part  of  this  my  Defence,  or 
of  the  Treatife  above-mentioned,  which  you 
are  to  confider  as  immediately  relating  to  my 
Practice  in  this  Cafe,  don’t  whifper  it,  like  a 
Goffip,  about  the  Country ;  but  declare  it  plain¬ 
ly  to  the  Public,  as  an  honeft  Man,  and  fai-j? 
Practitioner,  ffiould  do  :  If  I  cannot  anfwer  it 
properly,  you  yourfelf  will  be  fure  to  reap  the 
Advantage.  You  promifed  to  anfwer  me,  pro¬ 
vided  I  gave  you  (as  you  was  pleafed  to  exprefs 
yourfelf)  Hard  Arguments ,  and  Soft  Words  :  If, 
by  Hard  Arguments ,  you  mean  ffrong  and  con¬ 
vincing  ones  ;  I  mufc  fay,  thole  I  have  ad¬ 
vanced  ieem  10  to  me  :  It,  by  Soft  JHords ,  civil 
Language  ;  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  I  have 
given  much  more  civil  Language,  than  the 

grofs  Nature  of  the  Affront  received,  feems  to 
require ; 

- —Hanc  vernam  petimufqiie  damufque  viciffm . 

I  have  fairly,  and  civilly,  declared  my  Argu¬ 
ments,  and  Authorities,  for  my  Practice  ;  and, 

I  hope,  I  have  Reafon  to  expedt,  you  will  deal 
-as  ingenuoufiy  by  me. 

As  I  would  willingly  obviate  any  Conftruc- 
tion,  you  may  put  on  any  Part  of  my  Behaviour 
in  this  Affair,  to  my  Difadvantage  ;  I  cannot 

conclude 
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conclude  this  Letter  without  informing  you, 
that,  however  indifferently  qualified  I  may  be, 
for  fuch  an  Undertaking,  I  would,  notwith- 
Handing,  very  readily  have  agreed  to  your  Pro- 
pofal  of  writing  in  Latin,  had  I  thought  it 
could,  in  any  wife,  have  anfwered  the  End  of 
this  Addrefs  :  And  that,  if  you  think  it  will 
be  any  Advantage  to  you,  you  have  my  free 
Confent,  to  pen  your  Anfwer  in  that  Language, 
and,  likewife,  my  Promife  fpeedily  to  return  the 
Compliment  in  the  fame.  In  humble  Expec¬ 
tation,  therefore,  of  your  Beftowing  a  Letter 
with  your  Sentiments  on  the  Subject,  and  fetting 
the  World  right  in  the  important  Point  of  the 
proper  Management  of  apopie&ic,  and  other 
fcporofe  Patients,  I  wait, 

S  I  Zi^ 


Tour  very  Obedient  Servant* 

Battel , 

Aug.  29,1755- 


GILES  WATTS. 


I 


I 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

The  Circumftance  of  your  charging  me  in 
public  Company,  which  I  am  credibly  in¬ 
formed  you  have  done,  with  having  been 
notorioufly  guilty  of  Plagiarifm  in  my  Thefts 
Inaugur aliS)  will  juftify  me  in  having  pointed 
out  one  flagrant  Inftance  of  this  Kind  in  your 
Treatife  on  Inoculation,  however  foreign  it 
may  be  to  the  profefled  Purpofe  of  this 
Letter.  As  I  am,  in  no  wife,  confcious  of 
having  deferved  fuch  Cenfure,  I  am  greatly 
at  a  Lofs,  in  judging,  whether  I  am  to  attri¬ 
bute  this  Charitable  Obfervation  of  yours,  to 
your  not  BE  ARIN  G  me  ANY  ILL 
WILL  IN  THE  LEAST;  or,  whe¬ 
ther  to  your  wifely  concluding,  from  a  Con- 
fcioufnefs  of  having  been  IN  THE  OVEN 
yourfelf,  that  I  mufl  have  been  THERE 
likewife.  I  fhall  be  glad  to  be  fet  right,  with 
Regard  to  this  Matter,  in  your  next. 


F  I 


N  I  S. 


Lately  publifhedpby  the  fame  AUTHOR, 
.and  Sold  by  George  Keith,  at  the 

j  '  f  <  '*  -•  " 

Bible-and-Crown  in  Grace  church- Street* 

r  ■  *■ 
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DISSERTATION  on  the  Antient 
and  Noted  Dodrine  of  Revulfion  and 


Derivation  wherein  the  Abfufdity  of  the 
Principles,  on  which  the  Notion  of  Revulfion 
was  originally  founded,  is  evidently  demon- 
ftrated,  and  the  immediate  Cohfequences  of 
Blood-letting  plainly  proved,  both  from  the 
Laws  of  Circulation,  and  the  obvious  EfFeds 
-  of  this  and  federal  other  fpontaneous  and 

T 

artificial  Evacuations  in  the  Cure  of  Difeafes, 

•.  to  be  the  emptying  and  exhauiling  thofe 
Veffels,  in  particular,  that  more  immediately 
communicate  widi  the  Orifice  ;  and,  confie- 
quently,  that  all  Drains,  whether  by  Bleeding, 
1  iiTues,  Setons,  &c.  fhould  be  made  as-  near, 
:  -as  they  conveniently  can,  to  the  Part  affeded, 
[Price  i  s.  -6  A]  j  .  •  *  - 


II.  Refledions  on  flow  and  painful  Labours, 

i 

and  other  Subjeds  in  Midwifry  :  Together 
with  Observations  on  Several  Biforders  inci¬ 
dent  to  Pregnant  Women  :  Ipterfperfed  with 
Remarks  on  Dr.  Burton’s  Letter  to  Dr. 
Smell  ie  ,  in  which  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe 
between  thefe  two  Authors,  are,  in  fome 
Meafure,  confidered.  [Price  is.  6d.\ 


